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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
    
 
Northwest Arkansas continues to lead the 
state in K-12 education. Students in Northwest Arkansas outperformed the 
state in Mathematics, English Language Arts, and Science on the 2015-16 state assessments. 
Northwest Arkansas students scored nearly 8 percentage points higher than the state overall on the 
ACT Aspire. However, because these assessments are not nationally comparable we can’t know if 
students in Northwest Arkansas are performing better or worse than their peers in other states. In 
addition, these assessments are not directly comparable to assessments in prior years, so we have 
to wait for the 2016-17 results to determine if students’ performance is improving. 
This report card presents a regional overview of districts in Benton and Washington counties as well as key 
performance indicators for each of the 15 traditional public school districts and 5 public charter schools.  
A concerning finding in our report involves differences in student performance between districts, with students 
in some districts being more likely to meet readiness benchmarks than those in other locations.  When 
examining district performance, it is important, however, to consider the characteristics of the students served. 
At Risk students (students who participate in the Free/Reduced Lunch Program, who receive special education 
services or who are identified as Limited English Proficient) face more challenges in achieving academic 
success than do students who are not at risk. 
Arkansas has developed a new metric that should be less related to student demographic characteristics. The 
student growth model examines how students are growing academically. Measuring individual student growth 
over time provides a different perspective than measuring the percentage of students meeting readiness 
benchmarks at a specific point in time. 
Highlights:
Three public charter schools had the highest performance in the region, with Haas Hall Fayetteville, Haas Hall 
Bentonville, and Northwest Arkansas Classical students reporting the highest proficiency rates in Mathematics, 
English Language Arts, and Science. In addition to high achievement, students at these schools also 
demonstrated the highest levels of student growth in the region.
Bentonville, Fayetteville, and Gravette were the highest performing traditional school districts, for both student 
achievement and student growth.  Among districts where more than half of the students are At Risk, Rogers, 
Gentry, and Siloam Springs reported the highest performance, while Springdale, West Fork, and Gentry 
students demonstrated the highest academic growth. 
Graduation rates were highest at Arkansas Arts Academy, where 100% of students graduated, and at 
Farmington where 97% of the class of 2016 graduated on time.
While there is much to celebrate about Northwest Arkansas schools, many students in Northwest Arkansas 
are not meeting academic expectations. Each of Northwest Arkansas’ schools must continue to seek to 
improve and provide high-quality learning environments for all students. 
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BY THE NUMBERS
53
National Merit 
Semi-Finalists in the 
class of 2016
10 
Northwest 
Arkansas high 
schools ranked 
in the top 10% 
in the nation by 
U.S. News & 
World Report
14 to 1
Student:Teacher ratio
5
Open enrollment 
charter schools in NWA
(2016-17) 
15 
Districts in Northwest 
Arkansas 
60% 
Advanced Placement
Participation Rate
(2015-16)  
 5,291 
Certified teachers  
employed by  
NWA schools
(2015-16)
$9,156
K-12 Per Pupil
Spending (2015-16) 
 4,234
average district  
enrollment (2016-17)
89% 
Graduation
Rate
(2015-16) 
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White
62%
Black
21%
Hispanic
12%
Asian
2%
Other
3%
2016-17
NORTHWEST ARKANSAS REGION
Student Demographics 2016-17 Student Characteristics 2016-17
Student:Teacher Ratio   
Displays the number of students to the number of full-time classroom teachers 
Why is this important? 
Students who participate in Free/Reduced lunch programs, are identified as 
Special Education or Limited English Proficient are At Risk for not meeting 
proficiency targets or graduating.  When comparing district performance, it is 
important to consider the percentage of At Risk students enrolled.  Districts that 
enroll fewer At Risk students typically have higher proficiency percentages.
Advanced Placement Participation was calculated by dividing 
the number of students taking AP exams in 2015-16 by the 
number of students in 11th and 12th grades. Younger high school 
students may, however, take AP tests.  The ACT was voluntary for 
the graduating class of 2016, and the Composite score represents 
their highest test score. 
The 2015-16 Four-Year Cohort Graduation Rate.  At Risk 
students (TAGG) are those who participate in Free/Reduced Lunch, 
are identified as Special Education and/or Limited English Proficient.
                       NWA          Arkansas 
Graduation Rate: Overall    89%  87%
Graduation Rate: At Risk (TAGG)    85%  84% 
Per Pupil Expenditure $9,156  $9,679
   NWA    Arkansas
Advanced Placement Participation Rate  60% 41%
Advanced Placement Pass Rate  48% 33%  
ACT Composite Score   22.1 20.6
Total NWA Enrollment 
84,671
% change since 2004
39%
Student:Teacher Ratio 
14:1 
50%
8% 11%
22%
60%
9% 12% 9%
0%
25%
50%
75%
100%
Free/Reduced
Lunch
Gifted/
Talented
Special
Education
Limited English
Proficient
NWA
AR
Displays program 
participation of 
students
Displays demographic 
characteristics of 
students
White
62%
Black
21%
Hispanic
12%
Asian
2%
Other
3%
2016-17
White
59%
Black
3%
Hispanic
27%
Asian
3%
Other
8%
2016-17NWA AR 
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29%
44%
38%
48%
53%
43%
25%
46%
53%
35%
55%
46%
55%
62%
51%
34%
53%
60%
0% 25% 50% 75%
Science 9-12
Science 6-8
Science 3-5
ELA 9-12
ELA 6-8
ELA 3-5
Math 9-12
Math 6-8
Math 3-5
NWA
Arkansas
82.27
80.7080.87 79.83
60
70
80
90
100
Overall Growth TAGG Growth
NWA
AR
58 55 5557 53 50
0
25
50
75
100
Math Reading Language
NWA
Arkansas
Percent Meeting or Exceeding Expectations on State Assessments 2015-16 
NORTHWEST ARKANSAS REGION
National Percentile Rank on ITBS 2015-16Growth Score 2015-16
Displays the mean national percentile for students in 1st 
and 2nd  grade on the Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS). 
The ITBS compares student’s performance to students 
across the country. The national average on the ITBS is 
the 50th percentile.
Displays the magnitude of student growth.  The state 
average is 80.87.  The lowest score is 73 and the highest 
score is 94. Student growth is calculated by comparing 
each student’s performance to the performance that was 
expected based on his/her prior test scores.   
National 
Average
50
Overall     At-Risk Students 
82
8181 80
60
70
80
90
100
Overall Growth TAGG Growth
NWA AR
29%
44%
38%
48%
53%
43%
25%
46%
53%
35%
55%
46%
55%
62%
51%
34%
53%
60%
0% 25% 50% 75%
Science 9-12
Science 6-8
Science 3-5
ELA 9-12
ELA 6-8
ELA 3-5
Math 9-12
Math 6-8
Math 3-5
NWA
Arkansas
29%
44%
38%
48%
53%
43%
25%
46%
53%
35%
55%
46%
55%
62%
51%
34%
53%
60%
0 25% 50% 75%
Science 9-12
Science 6-8
Science 3-5
ELA 9-12
ELA 6-8
ELA 3-5
Math 9-12
Math 6-8
Math 3-5
Arkansas
Displays the percentage of 
students meeting performance 
standards on ACTAAP  
(Arkansas’ state tests)
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2016-17 Student Demographics Student Characteristics
Overall Student Population  |  Grades 3-10
National 
Percentile 
Rank on 
ITBS 
2015-16 
Grades 1-2 
 
Growth Score 2015-16   |  Grades 2-10
data to be updated
 
Percent Meeting or Exceeding Expectations on State Assessments 2015-16
                   
Graduation Rate: Overall  
Graduation Rate: At Risk (TAGG)  
Per Pupil Expenditure            
        
Advanced Placement Participation Rate 
Advanced Placement Pass Rate  
ACT Composite Score    
 
Overall     At-Risk Students 
82.47 81.5382.37 80.81
60
70
80
90
100
Overall Growth TAGG Growth
Springdale
Big 5 Districts
6
Springdale  Big 5 Districts
Total Enrollment 
21,527
% change since 2004
49%
Student:Teacher Ratio 
15:1  White35%
Black
2%
Hispanic
46%
Asian
2%
Other
14%
2016-17
Springdale Big 5 Districts
     87% 89%
    85% 84% 
   $9,439 $9,238 
 
 
Springdale Big 5 Districts
     57% 64%  
     40% 48%
     21.3   22.4 
 
71%
9% 10%
48%
51%
8% 11%
27%
0%
25%
50%
75%
100%
Free/Reduced
Lunch
Gifted/
Talented
Special
Education
Limited English
Proficient
Springdale
Big 5 Districts
57%
7%
13
19%
51%
8 11%
27%
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25%
50%
75%
100%
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Gifted/ Talented Special Education L mited English
Proficient
Siloam Springs
Big 5 Districts
35%
55%
46%
54%
63%
53%
34%
53%
60%
30%
44%
36%
48%
54%
46%
28%
49%
54%
0% 25% 50% 75% 100%
Science 9-12
Science 6-8
Science 3-5
ELA 9-12
ELA 6-8
ELA 3-5
Math 9-12
Math 6-8
Math 3-5
Springdale
Big 5 Districts
56
51 50
66
60 60
0
25
50
75
100
Math Reading Language
Springdale
Big 5 Districts
At-Risk Students 
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Springdale Schools
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2016-17 Student Demographics Student Characteristics
Overall Student Population  |  Grades 3-10
National 
Percentile 
Rank on 
ITBS 
2015-16 
Grades 1-2 
 
Growth Score 2015-16   |  Grades 2-10
data to be updated
 
Percent Meeting or Exceeding Expectations on State Assessments 2015-16
                   
Graduation Rate: Overall  
Graduation Rate: At Risk (TAGG)  
Per Pupil Expenditure            
        
Advanced Placement Participation Rate 
Advanced Placement Pass Rate  
ACT Composite Score    
 
Overall     At-Risk Students 
6
Bentonville  Big 5 Districts
Total Enrollment  
16,609
% change since 2004
80%
Student:Teacher Ratio 
13:1  
White
74%
Black
3%
Hispanic
11%
Asian
7%
Other
5%
2016-17
23%
5%
10%
4%
51%
8% 11%
27%
0%
25%
50%
75%
100%
Free/Reduced
Lunch
Gifted/ Talented Special
Education
Limited English
Proficient
Bentonville
Big 5 Districts
83.31
80.62
82.37
80.81
60
70
80
90
100
Overall Growth TAGG Growth
Bentonville
Big 5 Districts
74
68 6766
60 60
0
25
50
75
100
Math Reading Language
Bentonville
Big 5 Districts
Bentonville Big 5 Districts
    91% 89%
    83% 84% 
  $8,905 $9,238 
 
  
Bentonville Big 5 Districts
     68%  64%
     60%  48%
     23.1    22.4 
 
 
57%
7%
13%
19%
51%
8% 11%
27%
0%
25%
50%
75%
100%
Fr e/Redu
Lunch
Gifted/ Talent Special Education Limited English
Proficient
Siloam Springs
Big 5 Districts
35%
55%
46%
54%
63%
53%
34%
53%
60%
48%
66%
56%
61%
71%
61%
44%
60%
66%
0% 25% 50% 75% 100%
Science 9-12
Science 6-8
Science 3-5
ELA 9-12
ELA 6-8
ELA 3-5
Math 9-12
Math 6-8
Math 3-5
Bentonville
Big 5 Districts
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Bentonville Schools
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2016-17 Student Demographics Student Characteristics
Overall Student Population  |  Grades 3-10
National 
Percentile 
Rank on 
ITBS 
2015-16 
Grades 1-2 
 
Growth Score 2015-16   |  Grades 2-10
data to be updated
 
Percent Meeting or Exceeding Expectations on State Assessments 2015-16
                   
Graduation Rate: Overall  
Graduation Rate: At Risk (TAGG)  
Per Pupil Expenditure            
        
Advanced Placement Participation Rate 
Advanced Placement Pass Rate  
ACT Composite Score    
 
Overall     At-Risk Students 
Rogers  Big 5 Districts
Total Enrollment  
15,399
% change since 2004
20%
Student:Teacher Ratio 
15:1 
White
47%
Black
2%
Hispanic
45%
Asian
2%
Other
4%
2016-17
59%
8%
12%
35%
51%
8% 11%
27%
0%
25%
50%
75%
100%
Free/Reduced
Lunch
Gifted/ Talented Special Education Limited English
Proficient
Rogers
Big 5 Districts
81.75 80.47
82.37
80.81
60
70
80
90
100
Overall Growth TAGG Grow h
Rogers
Big 5 Districts
64
58 61
66
60 60
0
25
50
75
100
Math Reading Language
Rogers
Big 5 Districts
Rogers Big 5 Districts
  89% 89%
  86% 84% 
$8,684 $9,238 
 
Rogers  Big 5 Districts
  71%  64%
  34%  48%
  21.9    22.4 
 
35%
55%
46%
54%
63%
53%
34%
53%
60%
30%
54%
47%
53%
64%
54%
31%
49%
61%
0% 25% 50% 75% 100%
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Math 6-8
Math 3-5
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Big 5 Districts
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Rogers Schools
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2016-17 Student Demographics Student Characteristics
Overall Student Population  |  Grades 3-10
National 
Percentile 
Rank on 
ITBS 
2015-16 
Grades 1-2 
 
Growth Score 2015-16   |  Grades 2-10
data to be updated
 
Percent Meeting or Exceeding Expectations on State Assessments 2015-16
                   
Graduation Rate: Overall  
Graduation Rate: At Risk (TAGG)  
Per Pupil Expenditure            
        
Advanced Placement Participation Rate 
Advanced Placement Pass Rate  
ACT Composite Score    
 
Overall     At-Risk Students 
Fayetteville  Big 5 Districts
Total Enrollment  
9,864
% change since 2004
20%
Student:Teacher Ratio 
13:1 
White
68%
Black
10%
Hispanic
12%
Asian
4%
Other
7%
2016-17
40%
9%
13% 10%
51%
8% 11%
27%
0%
25%
50%
75%
100%
Free/Reduced
Lunch
Gifted/ Talented Special Education Limited English
Proficient
Fayetteville
Big 5 Districts
Fayetteville Big 5 Districts
     87% 89%
     77% 84% 
 $10,219 $9,238 
 
  
Fayetteville Big 5 Districts
     82%  64%
     60%  48%
    24.4    22.4 
 
70 68 6666
60 60
0
25
50
75
100
Math Reading Language
Fayetteville
Big 5 Districts
35%
55%
46%
54%
63%
53%
34%
53%
60%
39%
64%
54%
61%
68%
57%
40%
59%
63%
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Fayetteville Schools
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2016-17 Student Demographics Student Characteristics
Percent Meeting or Exceeding Expectations on State Assessments 2015-16
                   
Graduation Rate: Overall  
Graduation Rate: At Risk (TAGG)  
Per Pupil Expenditure            
        
Advanced Placement Participation Rate 
Advanced Placement Pass Rate  
ACT Composite Score    
 
Overall     At-Risk Students 
Siloam Springs  Big 5 Districts
Total Enrollment  
4,211
% change since 2004
29%
Student:Teacher Ratio 
15:1  
Siloam   Big 5
Springs  Districts
   91% 89%
   88% 84% 
$9,236 $9,238 
 Siloam Big 5
Springs Districts
   26% 64%
   57% 48%
   21.1 22.4 
 
       
2015-16 Siloam Springs Big 5  2015-16 Siloam Springs Big 5 Districts 
Graduation Rate: Overall 91% 89%  Advanced Placement Participation Rate 26% 64% 
Graduation Rate: At Risk (TAGG) 88% 84%  Advanced Placement Pass Rate 57% 20% 
Per Pupil Expenditure  $9,236   $9,238   ACT Composite  21.1   22.4  
White
57%
Black
1%
Hispanic
29%
Asian
3%
Other
10%
2016-17
57%
7%
13%
19%
51%
8% 11%
27%
0%
25%
50%
75%
100%
Free/Reduced
Lunch
Gifted/ Talented Special Education Limited English
Proficient
Siloam Springs
Big 5 Districts
55
59
55
66
60 60
0
25
50
75
100
Math Reading Language
Siloam Springs
Big 5 Districts
80.40 79.50
82.37
80.81
60
70
80
90
100
Overall Growth T GG Growth
Siloam Springs
Big 5 Districts
Overall Student Population  |  Grades 3-10
National 
Percentile 
Rank on 
ITBS 
2015-16 
Grades 1-2 
 
Growth Score 2015-16   |  Grades 2-10
35%
55%
46%
54%
63%
53%
34%
53%
60%
26%
50%
36%
46%
52%
38%
28%
53%
62%
0% 25% 50% 75% 100%
Science 9-12
Science 6-8
Science 3-5
ELA 9-12
ELA 6-8
ELA 3-5
Math 9-12
Math 6-8
Math 3-5
Siloam Springs
Big 5 Districts
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Siloam Springs Schools
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2016-17 Student Demographics Student Characteristics
Overall Student Population  |  Grades 3-10
National 
Percentile 
Rank on 
ITBS 
2015-16 
Grades 1-2 
 
Growth Score 2015-16   |  Grades 2-10
data to be updated
 
Percent Meeting or Exceeding Expectations on State Assessments 2015-16
                   
Graduation Rate: Overall  
Graduation Rate: At Risk (TAGG)  
Per Pupil Expenditure            
        
Advanced Placement Participation Rate 
Advanced Placement Pass Rate  
ACT Composite Score    
 
Overall     At-Risk Students 
6
80.97
79.39
81.13 80.22
60
70
80
90
100
Overall Growth T GG Growth
Farmington
Small 10 Districts
Farmington Small 10 Districts
Total Enrollment  
2,503
% change since 2004
28%
Student:Teacher Ratio 
14:1 
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83%
Black
3%
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8%
Asian
1%
Other
5%
2016-17
38%
9% 11%
4%
49%
9% 12% 5%
0%
25%
50%
75%
100%
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Lunch
Gifted/ Talented Special Education Limited English
Proficient
Farmington
Small 10 Districts
       
2015-16 Farmington Small 10  2015-16 Farmington Small 10 
Graduation Rate: Overall 97% 92%  Advanced Placement Participation Rate 48% 39% 
Graduation Rate: At Risk (TAGG) 99% 89%  Advanced Placement Pass Rate 45% 34% 
Per Pupil Expenditure  $8,081   $8,867   ACT Composite  22.8   21.0  
   
Farmington Small 10 Districts
      97% 92%
      99% 89% 
    $8,081 $8,867 
 
 
Farmington Small 10 Districts
      48%  39%
      45%  34%
      22.8    21.0 
 
31%
49%
42%
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28%
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62%
50%
56%
61%
53%
29%
55%
61%
0% 25% 50% 75% 100%
Science 9-12
Science 6-8
Science 3-5
ELA 9-12
ELA 6-8
ELA 3-5
Math 9-12
Math 6-8
Math 3-5
Famington
Small 10 Districts
80.97
79.39
81.13 80.22
60
70
80
90
100
Overall Growth TAGG Growth
Farmington
Small 10 Districts
68
61 6464 58 56
0
25
50
75
100
Math Reading Language
Farmington
Small 10 Districts
Overall Student Population  |  Grades 3-10
National 
Percentile 
Rank on 
ITBS 
2015-16 
Grades 1-2 
 
Growth Score 2015-16   |  Grades 2-10
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2016-17 Student Demographics Student Characteristics
data to be updated
 
Percent Meeting or Exceeding Expectations on State Assessments 2015-16
                   
Graduation Rate: Overall     
Graduation Rate: At Risk (TAGG)  
Per Pupil Expenditure            
        
Advanced Placement Participation Rate 
Advanced Placement Pass Rate  
ACT Composite Score    
 
Overall     At-Risk Students
Pea Ridge Small 10 Districts
Total Enrollment  
2,066
% change since 2004
69%
Student:Teacher Ratio 
15:1  
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Pea Ridge
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Pea Ridge Small 10 Districts
 94% 92%
   95% 89% 
  $8,331 $8,867 
 
Pea Ridge Small 10 Districts
   53% 39%
   12% 34% 
   21.6 21.0 
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2016-17 Student Demographics Student Characteristics
Percent Meeting or Exceeding Expectations on State Assessments 2015-16
                   
Graduation Rate: Overall              
Graduation Rate: At Risk (TAGG)  
Per Pupil Expenditure            
        
Advanced Placement Participation Rate 
Advanced Placement Pass Rate  
ACT Composite Score    
 
Overall     At-Risk Students 
Prairie Grove Small 10 Districts
Total Enrollment  
1,909
% change since 2004
28%
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14:1  
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Prairie Grove Small 10 Districts
       70%  39%
       45%  34%
      22.2    21.0 
 
   
Prairie Grove Small 10 Districts
 94%   92%
      90%   89% 
    $8,286   $8,867 
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Percentile 
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Growth Score 2015-16   |  Grades 2-10
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2016-17 Student Demographics Student Characteristics
Percent Meeting or Exceeding Expectations on State Assessments 2015-16
                   
Graduation Rate: Overall    
Graduation Rate: At Risk (TAGG)  
Per Pupil Expenditure            
        
Advanced Placement Participation Rate 
Advanced Placement Pass Rate  
ACT Composite Score    
Overall  At-Risk Students 
Small 10 Districts
Total Enrollment  
1,854
% change since 2004
15%
Student:Teacher Ratio 
14:1 
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Gravette
Small 10 Districts
       
2015-16 Gravette Small 10  2015-16 Gravette Small 10 
Graduation Rate: Overall 91% 92%  Advanced Placement Participation Rate 35% 39% 
Graduation Rate: At Risk (TAGG) 84% 89%  Advanced Placement Pass Rate 36% 34% 
Per Pupil Expenditure  $9,396   $8,867   ACT Composite  21.6   21.0  
Gravette Small 10 Districts
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  84% 89% 
$9,396 $8,867 
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Per Pupil Expenditure  $8,286   $8,867   ACT Composite  22.2   21.0  
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2015-16 Decatur Small 10  2015-16 Decatur Small 10 
Graduation Rate: Overall 81% 92%  Advanced Placement Participation Rate 26% 39% 
Graduation Rate: At Risk (TAGG) 92% 89%  Advanced Placement Pass Rate 17% 34% 
Per Pupil Expenditure  $10,118   $8,867   ACT Composite  16.9   21.0  
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* More students completed AP tests than were enrolled in the 11th and 12th grades.
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Information Sources:
We would like to reference the following sources for data used in this Northwest Arkansas Report Card. 
All graphs and tables used in this publication come from publicly-available data. 
If you have any questions about how this publication was constructed please contact our office.  
ACT.org  |  Arkansas Department of Education  |  U.S. News & World Report 
Office for Education Policy 
University of Arkansas 
201 Graduate Education Building 
Fayetteville, AR 72701 
Phone: (479) 575-3773
Fax: (479) 575-3196
E-mail: oep@uark.edu 
www.officeforeducationpolicy.org
Twitter: @Office4EdPolicy 
Facebook: Office for Education Policy
Mission:  
The Office for Education Policy (OEP) 
provides relevant education research, data, 
and policy analysis to support data-driven 
decision-making for Arkansas PK-12 
policymakers and educators. 
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